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AGENDA

Senate Meeting

Monday, December 5, 2011, 9:00 PM

Marvin Center Room 403 

I. Call to Order 9:06 p.m.
II. Roll Call:

a. Present: Arpert Backer Bennett Brown Chervinsky (by proxy), Dlatt Feldman Gaughran Gil Gillis Goldstein Grever (by proxy) Kennedy Koeniger Mizenko Rone Werner Wong (by proxy) Amesquita (by proxy) Melcher Neander Hardin

b. Absent: Barnes, Bonneau, Dempsey Hart Iglesias Kickish Moradi Ondeck Platzman Sherman  

III. Approval of Minutes from October 17, 2011

a. Motion by Mizenko, seconded by Backer, clearly passes.
IV. Ted Costigan, Executive Vice President

a. Fee Commission: Drafting a report for January

b. GW Speaker Series: Healthcare debate went very well. Next debate will be on religion, on January 25th. 

V. President John Richardson, Q & A Time
a. Fee Commission: Will have a report soon. 

b. Campus Safety Issues: Students will have a hold on their accounts if they haven’t adjusted their student record, which will ensure that all students are receiving text message alerts. The system seems to be sending out text messages out late. Need to improve details and timeliness. 

c. University Counseling Center: Director has left. Questions have been asked about how efficient and effective program is, which has led to an assessment of the program. Bringing in Active Minds and Dean of Students to talk about the program, let John know if you are interested in getting involved. There will be no change to the reduced fees that the Student Association helped to bring about last year. 
VI. Reports from Standing Committees
a. Finance Committee: John Bennett: There will be a true-up twice a year, and we will be getting the money from that as soon as it is filed. Co-sponsorship money is good, $96,000 left. Will be rescheduling the finance town hall. At the town hall, clubs and organizations will be able to visit different panels on budgeting and fundraising. Also working on budget submission forms.  
b. Academic Affairs Committee: Senator Gillis: Gelman Library Board wants feedback on the library renovations, please fill out the surveys in the library if you have time. Marvin is open 24/7 for studying. Next semester’s main goal will be making all syllabi online for review. 

i. Report on H St: Senator Brown: Met with university and town officials about H Street traffic control. Dept. of Transportation has to do their own study, we can approve the study or put in our own additions. The timeline would be towards the end of next semester.
c. Student Life Committee: Senator Goldstein: Vending machines in Gelman Library. 
d. Leadership Committee Senator Dlatt: Confirmation of Senate Nominee.
VII. Joint Election Committee Nominees: Gordon Pera, Shiah Shahmohammadi, and Alexandra Puig.
a. Dlatt: Why were the candidates not presented in advance? JR: Apologize for not introducing them sooner. Dlatt: In the past the applications have been made public and not this year. Arpert: Why are we bemoaning a process that was broken in the past that we are trying to fix now?
b. Motion to table: Clearly fails. 
c. Mizenko askes that the nominees be allowed to speak for themselves. 
d. Arpert: Motion to vote. Clearly fails.
e. Dlatt motions to call an Executive Session, seconded by Mizenko. Rhone objects. Motion fails.
f. Kennedy motions to let the candidates speak for a minute. Clearly passes. 
g. Gordon Q & A:
i. Bennett: What role does the JEC play in the elections? A: If the rules are clearly broken, the rules need to be enforced. 

ii.  Motion to vote one at a time: Feldman, seconded by Sherman. Clearly passes.
iii. Motion to vote by Bennett, seconded, nominee passes 15 - 2.
h. Shahmohammadi Q & A: 
i. Feldman: Would College Democrats cause any conflict with your role in the JEC? No conflict. 
ii. Mizenko: Do you have any prior experience with judicial process: Not at college level, at high school mock trial.
iii. Motion to vote: Sherman, seconded by Koniger. Nominee passes 17 - 0. 
i. Puig Q & A: 
i. Bennett: Have you read the JEC charter yet? No. 
ii. Dlatt: What is the general job description. Making sure candidates are well informed. 
iii. Goldstein: Motion to discuss, seconded by Bennett. All in favor: Passes unanimously.  
iv. Motion to vote: 10 – 7. Nominee fails 8 – 9.
VIII. New Business

a. Confirmation of Senate Nominee Sheldon Tomlinson

i. Nominated by acclimation, no objections.

b. SR-F11-07: 2011 Gelman Vending Act:

i. Senator Kennedy: Very basic need, talked to students and administrators, all seem to be in favor of placing vending machines in Gelman Library. Motion to vote Gill, Kennedy. Passes unanimously.

c. SR-F11-08: JEC Charter 2011 

i. Motion to vote: Dlatt, seconded. Passes unanimously. 

IX. Pass the Gavel 
X. Adjournment 

a. Motion by Rhone, seconded by Sherman. Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.
