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SENATE RULE 101 - DEFINITIONS

1. Executive Session – The term “executive session” shall mean a closed meeting of the Student Association Senate, or any of its respective committees, where all non-senators are excluded from the meeting except the Student Association President and Executive Vice President, Senate staff, and individuals invited for the business of the closed meeting by either the presiding officer or a majority of senators present and voting.

2. Senate Vacancy – The term “senate vacancy” shall mean the time when the Senate Chairperson has been notified of the resignation, death, permanent incapacity, recall, removal, or ineligibility of a senator.

3. Senator - The term "senator" shall mean an elected or appointed member of the Senate

4. Presiding Officer – The term “Presiding Officer” shall mean the Chairperson, or in his or her absence, the individual designated by these rules to assume the head of the Senate.

5. Senate Chairperson – The term “Senate Chairperson” shall mean the Executive Vice President.

6. Senate Meeting – The term “Senate meeting” shall mean any officially called meeting of the full Senate.

7. Senate Committee – The term “Senate committee” shall mean any advisory, ad hoc, special, standing, select or sub-committee created by the Senate.

8. Time -

(1) Throughout these Rules, the use of any time period stated in hours, unless specifically stated otherwise, is to be construed as giving meaning to a period of days, not to a literal allotment of time as calculated by the hours and minutes of such a period.
(2) The time period used within these Rules, unless otherwise designated as a time period of class days, shall be calculated to include weekends and holidays, but shall exclude those days that may fall within any of the following scheduled vacations of the University: Thanksgiving, Winter Break, Spring Break, and Summer Vacation.
9. Executive Cabinet – The term “Executive Cabinet” shall mean the Cabinet defined in Article II, Section 1(b) of the Constitution.

10. "Public Comment" – The term “public comment” shall mean the period during a meeting during which any member of the University community who is not a Senator may address the Senate.

11. “Advice and Consent” – The term “advice and consent” shall mean the approval of a simple majority of senators present and voting of executive appointments.
12. Vote Ratios
1. Full Senate – The term “full senate” shall mean all seats allocated to the Senate by Article I, Section 2 of the Student Association Constitution, whether or not these seats are occupied, and regardless of eligibility to vote.
2. Senate Membership – The term “senate membership” shall mean those in office as defined by Article XI, Section 1(c) of the Student Association Constitution.

3. Voting Seats – The term “voting seats” shall mean all seats that could be occupied by a voting Senator, whether or not these seats are occupied, and regardless of whether such a senator is currently on suspension.
4. Voting Senators – The term “voting senators” shall mean all senators, excluding those on suspension, and excluding those specified in Article I, Section 2(f) of the Student Association Constitution.

5. Senators Present – The term “senators present” shall mean all senators, excluding those on suspension, who are recorded as present physically or by proxy and have not informed the secretary of their permanent departure from the meeting.

6. Voting Senators Present – The term “voting senators present” shall mean those senators who fall under both of the above definitions and are required to vote on procedural matters as per Robert's Rules.

7. Senators Present and Voting – those Senators who cast a vote of yea or nay on a substantive matter, abstentions not withstanding.

SENATE RULE 102 – SENATE AND COMMITTEE STAFF MEMBERS
Section 1 - STAFF POSITIONS

(a) The Senate Chairperson shall appoint a person to serve as Secretary and one person to serve as Parliamentarian. The Senate Chairperson may, at his discretion, also appoint additional aides. These appointments shall be valid upon approval by a majority of Senators present and voting.

(b) A committee chairperson, at their discretion, may appoint a Senate aide or aides to assist the committee.

Section 2 - DUTIES OF SENATE STAFF

(a) The duties of the Senate Secretary shall be to:

(1) take detailed minutes of full Senate meetings;

(2) assist in conducting votes of the Senate;

(3) make and furnish copies of legislation, minutes, agendas and other materials;

(4) receive legislation submitted for Senate consideration;

(5) transmit all legislation enacted by the Senate to the President;

(6) perform written correspondence on behalf of the Senate Chairperson and the Senate; and   

(7) notify Senators of full Senate meetings.

(b) The duties of the Parliamentarian shall be to:

(1) advise the Senate on matters of parliamentary procedure during and outside of meetings;

(2) conduct any training sessions on parliamentary procedure requested by the Senate Chairperson; and   

(3) issue advisory opinions on his/her own initiative or at the request of the Senate Chairperson; and

(4) conduct mandatory training sessions for new members of the Senate in parliamentary procedure.

SENATE RULE 103 – SENATE COMMITTEES
Section 1 – SENATE STANDING COMMITTEES

The Senate Standing Committees shall be, listed in order of seniority: 


(1) The Finance Committee; 
(2) The Academic Affairs Committee; 
(3) The Student Life Committee.
Section 1.5 – SENATE SELECT COMMITTEES

(a) The Senate Select Committees shall be:

(1) The Leadership Committee. 

Section 2 – SENATE SPECIAL COMMITTEES

(a) The Senate may create a Special Committee through the normal legislative process.

(b) A Special Committee shall consist of at least five Senators but no more than nine.

(c) A non-voting Senator may serve as a Special Committee member.  A Special Committee, unless specifically dealing with an undergraduate issue, shall consist of at least one Graduate Senator.

(d) The membership of a Special Committee shall be selected immediately following the establishment of the Committee.  The Committee Chair and the Committees’ members shall be selected in accordance with the procedures as outlined in Section 11.
(e) All Special Committees shall be dissolved at the end of the Senate year. 

 Section 3 - GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND SENATORS’ RESPONSIBILITY TO SERVE

(a) Every Senator, except the Chairperson Pro Tempore, shall be a member of at least one (1) standing committee

(b) No Senator shall be a voting member of more than one (1) standing committee.

(c) The Senate Chairperson shall be a non-voting ex officio member of all Senate Committees.
(d) The following senators shall be voting members of the Leadership Committee:

(1) Chairperson Pro Tempore;

(2) Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Finance Committee;

(3) Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Academic Affairs Committee;

(4) Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Student Life Committee.

(e) Each Senate Committee shall be comprised of at least the number of voting senators equal to one third of the Senate-Elect, rounded down to the nearest multiple of three.  The remaining seats shall be distributed to the standing committees, in the following order: (a) Finance, (b) Academic Affairs, (c) Student Life.
(f) Each freshmen non-voting senator shall be an ex officio members of the Standing Committee that appointed him/her. 
(g) Each first-year non-voting graduate senators shall be an ex officio member of any one (1) Standing Committee of his/her choice. His/her choice must be submitted to the Senate Chairperson and the Committee Chairperson of the Committee he/she chooses.
Section 4 - GENERAL OPERATIONS OF SENATE COMMITTEES

(a) Committee Reports

(1) The Committee Chairperson of each standing committee shall report to the Senate at each regular meeting if the committee formally met since its last report to the Senate. The Senate Chairperson shall set the order of committee reports.

(2) The Committee Chairperson of each committee to report at a regular Senate meeting shall submit a written report to the Secretary and shall distribute said report to the Senate at least twenty-four (24) hours before the regular Senate meeting.

(b) Meetings

(1) Each standing committee shall meet at least once every calendar month during the Fall and Spring semesters.

(2) No Senate Committee meeting shall be held unless Committee members are given at least three (3) calendar days notice of the meeting of the Committee.  The unanimous consent of all voting committee members is necessary to waive this requirement.

(3) Senate Committee meetings shall be announced to the full Senate at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the scheduled meeting time.

(c) Petition for Committee Meeting

(1) The Committee Chairperson shall, upon receipt of a petition, from a majority of either voting Committee members or voting Senators.  

(2) Within forty-eight (48) hours after receipt of the petition, the Committee Chairperson shall set the date and time of the meeting. Should the Committee Chairperson fail to fulfill his obligations under this paragraph, the petitioners shall set the date and time of the meeting.

(3) After the date and time of the meeting has been established in accordance with paragraph (2) of this subsection, the Committee Chairperson shall provide 24 hours notice of the meeting to all senators. Should the Committee Chairperson fail to fulfill his obligations under this paragraph, the petitioners shall set the date and time of the meeting. 

Section 5 - THE LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE

(a) The Leadership Committee shall deal with issues and legislation concerning:

(1) screening candidates for voting Senate seat vacancies;

(2) screening candidates for graduate non-voting Senate seat vacancies.

(b) The Chairperson Pro Tempore shall be the Chairperson of the Senate Leadership Committee

Section 6 - THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee shall deal with issues and legislation concerning:

(1) the annual Student Association budget allocation and all subsequent monetary allocations;

(2) allocation of funds to registered student organizations as a co-sponsorship for specific events or functions in addition to their initial or mid-year allocations;

(3) amendments to the Student Association Bylaws pertaining to financial matters

(4) amendments to the Senate Rules pertaining to financial matters
(5) Compliance with Bylaw 411

(6) Education on the policies of the Finance Committee

Section 7 - THE ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

The Academic Affairs Committee shall deal with issues and legislation concerning:

(1) relations with the Faculty Senate, Council of Deans and the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs;

(2) hiring of Deans and faculty members;

(3) the curricula of the various schools;

(4) library and research resources;

(5) academic computing resources;

(6) academic advising; and 

(7) evaluations of courses for students.

Section 8 - THE STUDENT LIFE COMMITTEE

The Student Life Committee shall deal with issues and legislation concerning:

(1) student housing, dining and parking;

(2) student extracurricular and athletic activities;

(3) student fraternity and sorority life;

(4) student health and safety; and

(5) non-academic advising or counseling.

Section 9 - SENATE COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP

(a) By the end of its first meeting, the Senate shall elect the Senate Committee Leadership.  The Leadership shall consist of a Chairperson Pro Tempore, a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Finance Committee, a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Academic Affairs Committee, and a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Student Life Committee.

(b) All Senate Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons must be voting Senate members.

Section 10 – COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

(a) Nominations and elections by the full Senate for each Chairmanship shall occur one at a time in the following order: (a) Chairperson Pro Tempore, (b) Chairperson of the Finance Committee, (c) Chairperson of the Academic Affairs Committee and (d) Chairperson of the Student Life Committee.

(b) Duties of the Senate Committee Chairpersons

(1) Each Committee Chairperson shall set the Agenda for his/her Committee.

(2) Each Committee Chairperson shall be responsible for preparing committee reports to present at each full Senate meeting.

(c) Removal of Chairmanship

(1) If a Committee Chairperson is at any time unable or unwilling to fulfill his or her duties in a manner acceptable to the Senate, s/he may be removed from his or her position.

(A) A Chairperson may voluntarily resign by submitting a letter to the Senate Chairperson.

(B) To remove a Chairperson who is unable or unwilling to perform his or her duties, a petition requesting removal, stating the specific reasons for removal, and signed by at least one-third of the Senators must be submitted to the Senate Chairperson at a Senate meeting.  If the Committee Chairperson is not present at the meeting at which the petition is presented, s/he must be informed of the petition within twenty-four (24) hours after the meeting.  The petition will be voted on at the next Senate meeting.  The Chairperson will be removed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate.

Section 11 – COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

(a) After election of the Committee Chairpersons, membership for each Committee shall be elected en masse, one Committee at a time, in the following order: (a) Finance, (b) Academic Affairs, and (c) Student Life.

(b) After elections for all standing Committees have been held, if there are any voting Senators who have not been elected to any Standing Committee, they shall be assigned to fill vacancies in the Standing Committees by alphabetical order, one Standing Committee at a time, proceeding in the order specified in Section 12(a) of this Rule.

Section 12 – COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIRPERSONS 

(a) After the election/assignment of committee membership, a Committee Vice-Chairman shall be elected from among the membership of each Committee one Committee at a time, in the following order: (a) Finance, (b) Academic Affairs, (c) Student Life, and (d) Leadership.

(b) Duties of the Senate Committee Vice-Chairpersons

(1) To act in place of the Committee Chair in the event the Chair is absent. 

(2) To act as the Interim Committee Chair if the Committee Chair is unable to perform his or her duties due to removal from office, impeachment, resignation, etc., until the Senate elects a new Committee Chair. The Vice-Chair, while serving as Interim Committee Chair in the absence of a Senate-appointed Chair, may neither  participate in ther order of succession, as outlined in Article V, Section 4, Subsection C of the Student Association Constitution, nor preside over a Senate meeting as outlined in Rule 104.

(c) Removal of Committee Vice-Chairmanship

(1) If a Committee’s Vice-Chair is at any time unable or unwilling to fulfill his or her duties in a manner acceptable to his/her Committee, s/he may be removed from his/her position.

(A) A Vice-Chair may voluntarily resign by submitting a letter to the Senate Chair and the Chair of his/her Committee.

(B) To remove a Committee Vice-Chair who is unable or unwilling to perform his/her duties, a petition requesting removal, stating the specific reasons for removal, and signed by at least one-third of either the Senators on the relevant Committee or the full Senate must be submitted to the Senate Chair and relevant Committee Chair at a Senate meeting.  If the Committee Vice-Chair is not present at the meeting at which the petition is presented, s/he must be informed of the petition within twenty-four (24) hours after the meeting.  The petition will be voted on at the next Senate meeting by the either the relevant Committee membership or full Senate, whichever group provided the petition’s signatures.  The Vice-Chair will be removed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the relevant Committee’s membership or full Senate.

SENATE RULE 104 - FULL SENATE MEETINGS:

Section 1 - CALLING SENATE MEETINGS

(a) The Senate Chairperson shall schedule regular Senate meetings only on class days.

(b) At least one Senate meeting per academic year shall be held on the Mount Vernon Campus of The George Washington University.
Section 2 – CALLING SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) Special meetings of the Senate shall be called by the Senate Chairperson upon receipt of a petition for a special meeting from the Student Association President, or five senators, so long as the petition contains the following information:

(1) The purpose of such a meeting;

(2) Either the date and time for the meeting, a range of dates and times for the meeting, or permission for the Senate Chairperson to use his discretion

(b) Upon receipt of such a petition, the Senate Chairperson shall set the date and time of the meeting within 72 hours after the filing of the petition and provide at least 48 hours notice of the meeting to all senators.  Such meetings shall be scheduled on a non-class day only if specifically stated in the petition.  

(c) This section shall be the exclusive means of calling a special meeting.

Section 3 – RULE OF SUCCESSION

The Chairperson shall be the presiding officer at full Senate meetings.  In his or her absence, the Chairperson Pro Tempore shall preside, then the Finance Chairperson, then the Academic Affairs Chairperson, then the Student Life Chairperson. If all of the aforementioned are absent, no full Senate meeting shall be held.

Section 4 – AGENDA

(a) The presiding officer of the Senate shall establish an agenda for each full meeting that shall consist of at least the following: 
(1) Roll Call

(2) Approval of Minutes

(3) President’s Report

(4) Committee Reports

(5) Announcements on Initiatives

(6) Old Business

(7) New Business

(8) Public Comment

(9) Announcements

(b) The posting of the agenda for full Senate meetings shall occur two (2) full class days in advance of a scheduled Senate meeting.

(c) Agendas for each full Senate meeting shall be maintained on file in the Student Association office for at least three (3) years.

Section 6 - MINUTES

(a) The Senate Secretary shall take detailed minutes of each full Senate meeting.

(b) Minutes for every Senate meeting shall be maintained permanently on file in the Student Association.

(c) In the absence of the Secretary, the presiding officer shall direct another member of the Senate to perform the minute-taking responsibilities of the Secretary during the session from which the Secretary is absent.

Section 7 - MOTION AND DEBATE

Non-Senate members as either members of the Executive Cabinet or as members of the general membership and constituency of the Student Association, enjoy the privileges of debate in a meeting of the Senate when:

(1) the non-senate member asks to be placed on the agenda;

(2) a senator yields his/her time to the non-member;

(3) a majority of present and voting Senators approve full debate privileges on a particular question to a non-Senator or to a Senator currently on suspension; or

(4) recognized by the presiding officer during Public Comment.

SENATE RULE 105 – VOTING PROCEDURES

Section 1 - ROLL CALL VOTING

A motion to vote by roll call shall require the affirmative vote of one-fifth of Senators present and voting.

Section 2 - PROXY VOTING

(a) General Provisions

(1) A proxy must be dated, signed and delivered to the Chair twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the meeting being called to order, except under exceptional circumstances, as determined by the Chair. Exceptional circumstances include, but are not limited to, medical and family emergencies.

(b) A senator is allowed two proxy votes per semester for full Senate meetings, two proxies per semester for Committee meetings, and an additional proxy per special meeting for use at that meeting. 

(c) No senator may be in receipt of more than two (2) proxies at any given time.
(d) A senator may inform the Senate Secretary and the proxy recipient of a final votes on any legislation or nominee before the Senate or in committee.
(e) A senator may revoke his proxy at any time by notifying the Chair. If the revocation takes place before the meeting, the proxy will not count against the allotted number or proxies. Less notice may be provided due to exceptional circumstances, as determined by the Chair.

Section 3 – VOTING FOR NOMINATIONS

(a) A nomination for a given position shall be made by senators present at the meeting.  These floor nominations shall not require seconds.

(b) Once a motion to close nominations has been made and passed, the presiding officer, shall list the nominees for the seat in alphabetical order.

(c) After the presiding officer lists the candidates, ballots shall be distributed and voting senators shall write the name of the nominee(s) they wish to elect.  The ballots shall become available to the public directly after voting.

(d) The person shall be elected by receiving the votes of a simple majority of senators present and voting.  If no candidate obtains a majority of the votes cast, a final election shall be held between the highest vote-getter and the next highest vote-getter. If there is a tie for next highest vote-getter, a runoff between those next-highest vote getters will determine who shall meet the highest vote-getter in the final election. Any subsequent runoff or final election tie shall be broken by the presiding officer.

(e) The presiding officer shall count the ballots and announce the results of the election.
Section 12 – INDICATION OF NON-VOTING SENATORS’ POSITIONS

During a roll call vote, after the Secretary has completed the calling of all voting Senators, he or she shall call all non-voting Senators, each of whom shall indicate his or her position by responding in the form of a vote, but such response shall not be considered a vote and shall not be counted in the determination of the outcome of the question before the Senate.  The response of the non-voting Senators shall be recorded by the Secretary.
SENATE RULE 106  - ATTENDANCE

Section 1 - ATTENDANCE AT FULL SENATE MEETINGS

Any senator who misses two (2) consecutive full senate meetings or four (4) non-consecutive meetings shall be automatically suspended from the Senate.

Section 2 - ATTENDANCE AT SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) Attendance at committee meetings is mandatory for all senators, with reasonable allowances made for absences at the discretion of the Committee Chairperson.

(b) Any senator who misses three (3) consecutive meetings or six (6) non-consecutive committee meetings shall be automatically suspended from the Senate.

Section 3 - EFFECT OF PROXY ABSENCE

If a senator is absent from a meeting and has invoked his or her ability to allow another senator his or her proxy in any given semester, said absence shall be considered and recorded as a presence by proxy and shall not be counted in the calculation of absences under Section 4 of this Rule.

Section 4 - ACCUMULATION OF ABSENCES

(a) Absences shall include both absences from Senate-Elect Meetings and Senate-Elect Committee Meetings during the time the Senate-Elect conducts its limited business pursuant to Article I, Section 6 of the Student Association Constitution, and absences from Senate Meetings and Senate Committee Meetings during the Senate's regular terms.

(b) Absences from any meetings specified in subsection (a) of this section shall be cumulative, and accrue across the entire term of a senator, not just individual semesters.

Section 5 - POLICIES FOR SUSPENDED SENATORS

(a) The Senate Chairperson shall notify a senator that he or she is suspended within five (5) class days after the meeting at which the senator is suspended and inform him or her of the provisions for reinstatement and of this Rule.

(b) If a senator fails to petition the Senate for reinstatement after being suspended for one (1) meeting, the Chairperson Pro Tempore shall circulate a petition for removal to the Senate prior to the adjournment of the second Senate meeting following the senator's suspension.

(c) If the petition fails to garner the necessary signatures to commence removal proceedings, the Chairperson Pro Tempore shall circulate another petition at each subsequent Senate meeting where the senator is on suspension until either the Senator petitions for reinstatement or the petition garners the necessary signatures to commence removal proceedings.

Section 6 - REINSTATEMENT AFTER SUSPENSION

(a) After two (2) weeks from the effective date of a suspended senator's suspension, he or she shall be eligible for reinstatement.

(b) A senator seeking reinstatement shall petition the full Senate in writing for his or her reinstatement not less than forty-eight (48) hours before a vote to reinstate a suspended senator would be in order under Section 6(a) of this Rule.

(c) Once the Senate is in receipt of a petition for reinstatement that complies with the requirements of this section, the Senate shall vote at its next regularly scheduled meeting on the petition to reinstate the suspended senator.

(d) A senator shall be reinstated upon receiving the approval of two-thirds (2/3) of the voting senators.

(e) Should a two-thirds (2/3) vote to reinstate a suspended senator fail, the Senate Chairperson will recess the meeting so that the Chairperson Pro Tempore may circulate a petition among the senators present for removal of the suspended senator.  

(1) This petition must be in accordance with Article VI, Section 3(a) of the Student Association Constitution.  

(2) Should the petition garner the necessary signatures of one-third (1/3) of the Senate membership, the Senate Chairperson will forward the charges to the suspended senator.  The removal proceeding will take place at the next regular meeting of the Senate, providing the suspended senator has at least ten (10) days notice of the proceeding.

(3) Should the petition fail to garner the requisite signatures of one-third (1/3) of the Senate membership, the suspended senator shall remain on suspension until the next meeting of the Senate.  At that time there will be another vote to reinstate the suspended senator.  

(4) Should the two-thirds (2/3) vote to reinstate a suspended senator again fail, the Senate Chairperson will then recess the Senate for the purpose of circulating another petition for removal.  If the petition fails to garner the necessary signatures of one-third (1/3) of the Senate membership, then the suspended senator will be automatically reinstated.

(f) Should the Senate desire to prevent the automatic reinstatement of a suspended senator under Section 6(e) of this Rule, removal proceedings must be instituted in accordance with the provisions of Bylaw 305.

Section 7 - EFFECT OF REINSTATEMENT ON ACCUMULATION OF ABSENCES

(a) After a Senator is reinstated he or she shall be considered to have three non-consecutive absences for the operation of this Rule.

SENATE RULE 107 - EXECUTIVE SESSION

Section 1 - PROCEDURE FOR CALLING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Senate or a Senate Committee may enter executive session upon approval by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting senators present.

Section 2 - RULES GOVERNING EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

(a) Any proceeding conducted during an executive session is confidential and shall not be discussed with anyone who is not a member of the Student Association Senate at the time of the executive session.

(b) The President of the Student Association may be excluded from an executive session of the Senate upon approval by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting Senators present.

Section 3 - PROHIBITION ON VOTES IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

No votes shall be called during an executive session, with the exception of votes on strictly procedural matters.  

SENATE RULE 108  - SENATE LEGISLATION AND LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

Section 1 - FORM OF LEGISLATION

(a) All legislation submitted for Senate or Senate Committee consideration shall be typewritten.

(b) All legislation shall consist of:

(1) a title;

(2) a one sentence statement of the purpose;

(3) the name of all sponsors and co-sponsors, the schools they represent (if applicable), and the position they hold within the Student Association;

(4) a Senate number assigned by the Senate Secretary.

(c) Types of Legislation

(1) Bills

(A) A bill shall be required for:

(i) Proposed amendments to the Student Association Constitution;

(ii) amendments to the Student Association Bylaws and Senate Rules;

(iii) the annual budget and all other monetary allocations;

(B) The enacting clause for a bill shall read:

(i) for acts requiring the approval of a majority of the Senate, as follows:  ‘Be it Enacted by the Senate of the Student Association of The George Washington University’; 
(ii) for acts requiring the approval of two-thirds of the Senate, as follows:  ‘Be it Enacted by the Senate of the Student Association of The George Washington University (two-thirds of the members present concurring therein)’;
(C) After the enacting clause, the bill shall state the operative language and effective date of the legislation.
(2) Resolutions

(A) Any legislation shall be in the form of a resolution where a bill is not required.

(B) The preamble should state the Senate’s reasons for adopting the resolution, and each such reason should be contained in its own clause, the clause being introduced by the phrase “Whereas . . .
(C) The operative language consist of a statement or group of statements of desired action or of the sense of the Student Association, and shall in all cases be preceded by a resolving clause.
(D) The resolving clause for a resolution shall read:  ‘Be it Resolved by the Senate of the Student Association of The George Washington University’

(E) After the resolving clause, the resolution shall state the operative language and effective date of the legislation.

Section 2 - THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

(a) The sponsors of the legislation shall submit a typewritten copy of their legislation to a member of the Senate staff.

(b) A member of the Senate staff will assign a number to each piece of submitted legislation with the number being as follows:

(1) Senate resolutions shall be designated by "SR" while Senate bills shall be designated by "SB".

(2) The academic semester shall be designated by an "F" for fall semester and an "S" for spring semester and the year by the last two (2) digits.

(3) Resolutions and bills shall be numbered consecutively, beginning with 01 for the first piece of legislation of the current Senate session, then 02, and so on.

(c) A member of the Senate staff shall report each piece of legislation to the Senate within one day after its receipt.

(d) A member of the Senate staff shall report all legislation to the Senate Chairperson, who shall propose referral of that legislation to the appropriate committees or directly to the full Senate.
(e) Amendments to the Student Association Bylaws or Senate Rules unrelated to financial matters do not need to be referred to a Committee and are the sole type of legislation that should be directly referred the full Senate.

(f)  The Senate Chairperson shall report to the Senate the proposed referral and the deadline for objecting to the proposed referral, which shall be two days after the proposed referral is reported to the Senate.  

(g) A senator may object to the proposed referral by informing the Senate Chairperson before the deadline.

(1) Upon the receipt of a timely objection, the Senate Chairperson shall report the objection to the Senate. 

(2) Upon the receipt of an untimely objection, the Senate Chairperson shall report to the Senator submitting said objection that his/her objection is untimely and what the deadline for objections was.

(3) Legislation to which the proposed referral is timely objected shall be placed on the agenda of the next Senate meeting as new business, and upon its consideration at that meeting, the Senate Chairperson shall refer the legislation to the appropriate committee or for consideration at the following Senate meeting for bills not requiring committee referral.  A senator may, upon the consideration of the legislation, object to the referral by the Senate Chairperson and substitute a motion to refer.
(h) If no objection to the proposed referral is received, the legislation shall be referred to the committees or full Senate, as designated in the proposed referral.

(i) A member of the Senate staff shall report legislation referred to a given committee to its committee chairperson after a proper referral has been made.

(j) All committee chairpersons shall place all appropriately referred legislation on the next committee agenda under new business. 

(k) If a piece of legislation is referred concurrently to two or more committees, it will be released to the Senate if passed by one or more of the committees. Should multiple committees release a piece of legislation with differing or conflicting amendments, efforts should be made to have the amendments reconciled by the two committees so that one unified piece of legislation is approved by both committees. Failing that, the Senate shall consider the version of the bill passed by the senior committee.

(l) If the Committee votes to approve the legislation and send it onto the floor of the Senate, then it may set a limit for how long debate will last at its time of discussion. On bills which are jointly referred, the senior Committee may set the time limit.  The Senate Parliamentarian shall be responsible for keeping the time.

(1) In the absence of a limit on debate time by the forwarding committee, the Senate Chairperson shall set the time limit.

(2) Within four (4) weeks after receipt of the legislation, the Committee must report to the full Senate the action it has taken with respect to said legislation.

(3) If the Committee fails to report within four (4) weeks on the legislation to the full Senate, the sponsor(s) of the legislation, by motion of a sponsor and a second from anyone else, may, without approval of the entire Senate, place the legislation on the full Senate agenda at the next full Senate meeting.

(m) All legislation reported out of committee for floor consideration or referred directly to the full Senate shall be placed on the Consent Calendar at the beginning of the subsequent Senate meeting from its report/direct referral.  Any senator may remove any legislation from the Consent Calendar.  All legislation remaining on the Consent Calendar shall stand approved by the unanimous consent of the Senate.  No debate may be held on approval of the Consent Calendar, nor shall a vote be taken.

(1) The Chair shall remove any legislation from the Consent Calendar, if it requires a specific number of votes for passage and the Chair determines that there are not enough Senators present to approve it.

(2) Approval of the Consent Calendar shall occur under Old Business on the Agenda.  The Chair shall, through announcements and visibility of the Consent Calendar, ensure that ample opportunity is provided to Senators to remove items from the Consent Calendar.

(3) Once the Consent Calendar is approved, the decision may not be reconsidered, reversed, or otherwise overturned.

(4) All legislation tabled from previous meetings shall be placed on the Consent Calendar at the beginning of the meeting.

(5) All legislation removed from the Consent Calendar shall be considered by the full Senate with other Main Motions in accordance with the Senate.

(n) The sponsorship processes shall not apply to the annual and mid-year budget proposals, which shall originate in the Finance Committee.
SENATE RULES 109 – SENATE VACANCIES

Section 1 - FILLING VOTING SENATOR VACANCIES

(a) The Chairperson Pro Tempore, upon notification from the Senate Chairperson of a voting Senate seat vacancy, shall advertise the position campus-wide for at-large seats, and intra-school for school seats, within ten (10) days of such notification.

(1) Should a voting Senate seat vacancy occur in the Senate-Elect, said vacancy shall be advertised by the Senate Chairperson-Elect within (3) weeks of the certification of the election of the Senate Chairperson-Elect.  Provisions (c) through (f) of this section shall then be carried out according to said provisions by the Senate-Elect.

(b) If the vacancy is for a Graduate-at-Large seat, and a First-Year Graduate Non-Voting Senator wishes to apply for the seat, a motion may be made at the same Senate meeting when the vacancy is announced to consider the First-Year Graduate Non-Voting for the seat.  Senators will vote by secret ballot whether or not to elect him or her to the seat.  If the First-Year Graduate Non-Voting Senator is not interested in the position or is not elected, the vacancy will be filled by the procedure outlined in provisions (c) through (f) of this Section.

(c) The Chairperson Pro Tempore shall review submitted applications from interested candidates, and if the number of candidates exceeds three (3) per vacant seat, shall schedule meetings at which the Leadership Committee will screen the candidates and forward three (3) candidates per vacant seat for full Senate consideration.  The Chairperson Pro Tempore shall forward the applications of these candidates to the Senate no later than forty-eight (48) hours prior to the Senate meeting at which they will be considered.

(d) If the number of candidates is equal to or less than three (3) per vacant seat, these candidates and their applications shall be automatically forwarded to the full Senate by the Chairperson Pro Tempore for full Senate consideration.  The applications shall be forwarded in accordance with Section 2(c) of this Rule.

(e) The full Senate will consider candidates for vacancies within twenty (20) days after Senate Leadership Committee has made their recommendations.

(1) Senators will vote by secret ballot, writing the name of the person or persons they wish to elect for all of the seats vacant in the Senate currently being considered.

(2) If one (1) vacancy is to be filled, the nominee receiving the highest number of votes shall fill the vacant seat.  If more than one (1) vacancy is to be filled, the nominees receiving the highest number of votes shall fill the available number of vacant seats.

(f) Should there be no contest for a particular seat, the Senate may elect a candidate by acclamation, providing the Senate unanimously approves the appropriate motion.

Section 2 - APPOINTING FRESHMAN SENATORS

(a) The Chairmain Pro Tempore shall advertise the positions campus-wide within three (3) weeks of the first day of the fall semester.

(b) The Chairman Pro Tempore shall review submitted applications from interested candidates, and if the number of candidates exceeds three (3) per vacant seat, shall schedule meetings at which the Leadership Committee will screen the candidates and, in a manner the Committee shall deem fit, forward three (3) candidates to each Standing Committee for final consideration.

(c) If the number of candidates is equal to or less than three (3) per vacant seat, the Leadership Committee shall meet and forward no more than three (3) candidates to each Standing Committee. 

(d) Each Standing Committee shall have the exclusive authority to appoint one (1) Freshmen Senator to serve as a non-voting member of the appointing Committee and the full Senate 

(e) Each Standing Committee will consider its forwarded candidates for its freshman Senate seat within twenty (20) days after the Leadership Committee has made its assignments.

(f) Of the forwarded candidates, members of the Committee will vote by secret ballot, writing the name of the person they wish to elect for their Committee’s freshman seat. The nominees receiving the highest number of votes in each Committee shall be appointed to one of the Senate’s three freshman non-voting Senate seats.

(1) Should two or three candidates tie for highest vote getter, a second round of balloting including only those candidates

(2) If, after a second round of balloting, the vote is still tied, the candidates will be forward to the full Senate a final vote.

Section 3 - APPOINTING FIRST YEAR GRADUATE SENATORS

(a) The Chairperson Pro Tempore shall advertise the positions campus wide within three (3) weeks of the first day of the fall semester.

(b) The procedure for selection shall follow the procedure for filling vacancies as described in Section 1 (c-f).  

SENATE RULES 109.5 – PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS

Section 1 – VICE PRESIDENTS

(a) Within three (3) days of notification from the Student Association President of the nomination of a Vice President, the Senate Chairman will forward the nomination to the relevant Committee or directly to the full Senate, depending on the Vice Presidency being filled.

(b) The following Committees’ approval for the following Vice Presidencies shall be required before the nomination can be considered by the full Senate:

(1) Finance Committee

(A) Vice President for Financial Affairs

(2) Academic Affairs Committee

(A) Vice President for Academic Affairs

(3) Student Life Committee

(A) Vice President for Graduate Student Policy

(B) Vice President for Student Activities

(C) Vice President for Undergraduate Student Policy

(c) The following Vice Presidencies do not require Committee approval and may be considered directly by the full Senate:

(1) Vice President for Community Affairs

(2) Vice President for Judicial and Legislative Affairs

(3) Vice President for Public Affairs

(d) After approval by the relevant Committee or direct referral of the nomination, the Senate Chair will notify the full Senate of the nomination and, if relevant, the Committee’s approval, and place the nomination on the next Senate meeting’s agenda for consideration.

Section 2 – OTHER NOMINATIONS

(a) Within three (3) days of notification from the Student Association President of the nomination to any position, other than a Vice Presidency, that requires Senate approval, the Senate Chairman shall notify the full Senate of the nomination and place it on the next Senate meeting’s agenda for consideration

SENATE RULE 110 - SENATE-ELECT TRANSITION

Section 1 - MEETINGS DURING TRANSITION PERIOD

During transition, the Executive Vice President-Elect shall call as many meetings of the Senate-Elect as necessary to act on the following tasks:

(1) familiarize the Senate-Elect with the governing documents;

(2) elect Committee Chairpersons, membership, and Vice-Chairpersons 

(3) act on any nominations by the President-Elect for the cabinet, who shall be confirmed upon approval of two-thirds (2/3) of senators-elect present and voting;

(4) act on any nominations of the President-Elect for the seven voting delegates to the Joint Committee of Faculty and Students, who shall be confirmed upon a simple majority of Senators-elect present and voting;

(5) adopt a budget for the following fiscal year;

(6) act on any nominations of the President-Elect for representatives to the Faculty Senate and their committees, who shall be confirmed upon a simple majority of Senators-elect present and voting;

(7) act on any nominations of the President-Elect for the representative to the Marvin Center Governing Board, who shall be confirmed upon a simple majority of Senators-elect present and voting;

(8) act on any other nominations of the President-Elect.

SENATE RULE 111 - SUSPENSION OF THE RULES 

Section 1 - SUSPENSION OF RULES 

The Senate Rules shall be suspended upon the approval of two-thirds (2/3) of voting senators present.

Section 2 - PROVISIONS NOT SUBJECT TO SUSPENSION

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 1 of this Rule, the following provisions shall never be suspended:

Senate Rule 202;

Senate Rule 204, Sections 1, 3, 6;

Senate Rule 205, Sections 1, 2;

Senate Rule 206;

Senate Rule 207;

Senate Rule 208, Section 1

Senate Rule 209; and

Senate Rule 211.

SENATE RULE 112 – AMENDMENTS TO THE SENATE RULES
Section 1 – AMENDMENT OF SENATE RULES


Senate Rules shall be amended upon approval of two-thirds (2/3) of voting senators. Presidential approval shall not be required for such amendments.

SENATE RULE 113 - AUTHENTICATION OF SENATE DOCUMENTS:

Section 1 – AUTHENTICATION

Authentication shall mean the certification of a Senate document as being true to form, accurate and complete by signature of the Senate Secretary and/or embossment with the seal of the Student Association.

Section 2 – PROCEDURE FOR AUTHENTICATION

Senators shall submit copies of documents to the Senate Secretary for authentication, or request copies of authenticated documents from the Senate Secretary.  The Senate Secretary shall execute such requests within forty-eight (48) hours.
